
Universities Research Association 

 Situation  Universities Research Association (URA) is a consortium of nearly 90 universities 

in North America, Europe, and Japan that operates two world-renowned research 

facilities—Fermilab and the Pierre Auger Observatory—for the advancement of scientific 

knowledge and the development of future generations of scientists. It enlisted TDC to 

overhaul its website and create a more up-to-date, informative, and appealing online 

resource that would strengthen member engagement and also facilitate more efficient 

administrative processes.

 Solution  TDC created a fresh look and feel for the website that invited greater exploration 

than the previous version through more extensive use of photography and 

graphic elements, vibrant colors, interactive features, easier-to-follow navigation, 

and a more intuitive organization of content. We greatly enhanced the site’s 

utility by developing an interactive module that provided applicants to URA’s 

Visiting Scholars Program at Fermilab with a streamlined and automated process 

for managing their application submissions completely online. In addition, we 

developed an intranet site within the main website that enabled URA board 

members and trustees to easily and securely access sensitive content, reserve 

attendance for URA events, and even vote on organizational measures. 

   An interactive map was also created to enable visitors to quickly find member 

universities across the U.S. Finally, we refined URA’s logo to give it a more 

contemporary and attractive presentation.

 Result  URA has been extremely pleased with our work to date and has engaged us for 

additional, small-scale projects. We are currently providing maintenance services for the 

website and are planning additional functionality enhancements.



• new logo

• website

ura-hq.org

http://www.ura-hq.org


• governance intranet

The Governance Intranet site is a password-protected website 

that serves the Board of Trustees and Council of Presidents for 

URA. It provides a directory for important documents that can be 

downloaded with approved credentials. In addition, through the site, 

members can receive ballots to vote on a range of issues, and also 

RSVP for upcoming meetings.



• visiting scholars program 
application

Applicant Type?

Post Doctorate

Applicant Information

Full Name

Tania Robens

Email
robens@pa.msu.edu

Phone Number

2247621547

Department

Physics and Astronomy

Home Institution

Michigan State University

Home Institution Address Street 01

567 Wilson Road

Home Institution City

East Lansing

Home Institution State

Michigan

Home Institution Zip Code

MI 48824

Title of Proposed Activity

Brief Description

This project will focus on the inclusion of higher order corrections into MCFM, a well-known Monte Carlo Event generator widely used by the experimental and theoretical

community. In particular, we will focus on implementing next-to-next-to leading order corrections for processes with electroweak massive gauge boson final states. We

will use a newly developed slicing method to deal with infrared divergences. Collaboration is envisagen with Drs Giele and Campbell, permanent staff members of the

Fermilab theory group.

 

Project Description

prop.pdf

Budget
Budget_Justification_155137_FINAL.pdf

Bio Sketch
cv_short.pdf

Indirect Costs Waiver Letter

Signed-OSP-Verification-of-0-IDC.pdf

References Required

Name of Fermilab Sponsor/Collaborator

Dr. W. Giele

Fermilab Sponsor/Collaborator Division

Theory

Fermilab Sponsor/Collaborator Email

giele@fnal.gov

Name of Advisor

Prof. S. Chivukula

Name of University

Michigan State University

Advisor Email

sekhar@pa.msu.edu

Sources of Support

Amount Requested

$11,000.00

Duration (Months)

12

Requested Start Date

16-04-2017

Other Sources of Support for Proposed Work

applicant salary from MSU

Grants/Research Office

Grant Sponsored Research Officer Full Name

Dania Diaz

Telephone No.

(517) 355-8468

Email
diazd@msu.edu

Office Street Address 01

228 Farm Lane

Office Street Address 02

National Science Building

Office City

East Lansing

Office State

Michigan

Office Zip Code

MI 48824

Terms

Confirm Submitted Information
Electronic Signature

Confirm Submission The Visiting Scholars Program provides financial awards to faculty 

and students from URA-member universities to conduct research 

at Fermilab. We created an online application site that collects and 

organizes documents and reference letters, and generates automated 

responses to assist both applicants and URA throughout the 

application process.



• interactive member map

This interactive map shows the location of each member 

university. The user can zoom in on the map and see university 

details through rollovers. The user can then link directly to the 

university website. 

ura-hq.org/member-universities-map/

http://ura-hq.org/member-universities-map/

