
Germantown Academy

	 Situation	� Germantown Academy (GA) is an independent school located 20 miles outside 

Philadelphia. Founded in 1759, it is the oldest non-sectarian independent Pre-K to 12th 

grade school in the country and serves students from 96 surrounding townships. 

		�  The school recognized that its branding materials failed to effectively convey the advantages 

of its remarkable faculty, resources, community, and campus to prospective families. While 

enrollment numbers and interest in the school were not significant issues, GA wanted a brand 

platform that it could take greater pride in and serve as a stronger foundation for outreach 

campaigns going forward. Accordingly, it enlisted  TDC to conduct a comprehensive discovery 

process to identify key characteristics, values, and aspirations of the school that would serve to 

underpin development of a more relevant and engaging brand.

	 Solution	� TDC embarked on a multi-pronged discovery campaign to 1) assess GA’s marketing 

communications efforts when compared to competitors; 2) see how GA’s materials 

performed when evaluated against several criteria (consistency, attractiveness, clarity 

of messaging, technical quality, etc.); and 3) gain a better understanding of perceptions 

around the school from audiences within the GA community. This initial phase of our 

engagement with GA also included a brand benchmarking study of 30 independent and 

public school institutions surrounding GA; a brand audit of all recent marketing materials 

published by GA; and interviews and meetings with GA faculty, administrators, parents of 

current students and graduates, donors, and recent alumni.

		�  Our findings were distilled into a number of critical takeaways that established a foundation 

for a new positioning, signature ‘tag’ line, and message platform. Furthermore, we 

developed a new brand look and feel, a refined logo, and a graphic standards guide, all 

reflecting insights and perspectives gathered in our discovery efforts.

	 Result	� Following GA’s approval of these initial components, we completed a second phase 

that involved applying the new brand look and feel and key messaging points to 

communications materials. These include a wide-ranging series of brochures and collateral 

pieces that highlighted each of the school divisions and the many unique programs, 

facilities, and innovations of the institution. In addition, we developed a “look book” for GA 

and provided extensive design guidance for GA’s new website. 
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Institution Positioning Key Takeaways
Admired Schools

Horace Mann School A broad-based educational experience that inspires 
lifelong learning and stewardship of communities

A school for high achievers, with a rich history. It offers a highly rigorous academic program taught by 
highly educated faculty. The arts programs and commitment to STEM education are top notch. This is 
a place for very driven students and families.

The Lawrenceville School An elite college preparatory education that comes 
by way of immersion in the liberal arts through small 
group, discussion-based learning experiences

A total life experience of rigorous academics, sports, arts, and community service.  
Students learn in a collaborative environment, forming strong bonds with their  
teachers and advisors, and push themselves academically to prepare for college.

The Potomac School A school that offers a rigorous college  
preparatory experience and encouragement to take 
risks in order to become a more well-rounded individual

Students are encouraged to try new things and be well-rounded through academic  
rigor, sports competition, and participation in the arts. The students are high achievers;  
this is a great place for like-minded children and families. Feels a bit elite and unattainable.

Sidwell Friends School A rigorous college preparatory education that  
seeks to incorporate Quaker values in its learning 
experiences and develop engaged individuals who 
lead impactful lives

An exclusive school that embraces diversity and Quaker values. The school is home  
to children of many notable parents, including the Obama daughters, Chelsea Clinton, Tricia Nixon Cox, 
and many others. One of the most coveted and prestigious schools in the Washington DC area.

Tower Hill School A school that develops well-rounded students  
who are prepared for the most challenging college 
environments and for success in life

Academic rigor is combined with a strong sense of community. Students K–12 connect with each  
other inside and outside the classroom on a daily basis. Feels progressive in approach, with a high  
touch element.

Friends Quaker Schools

Abington Friends School A Quaker school committed to developing lifelong 
learners prepared to make the most of their  
opportunities

A forward-thinking education rooted in the Quaker tradition. The school has rich history and a beautiful campus 
setting. Feels like a traditional prep school with a socially conscious mindset.

Buckingham Friends  
School

A Quaker school focused on academic and spiritual  
development and building understanding of  
environmental and social issues affecting people 
around the world

A caring and nurturing K–8 environment that incorporates considerable play and age-appropriate activities into 
each day. The strong Quaker foundation gives children a chance to reflect and understand how they can make 
a difference in their community and their world. Less focus on rigor and more on individualized learning and 
support.

Friends’ Central School A Quaker college preparatory school that maximizes 
the academic, spiritual, and ethical development of 
students to become caring and engaged citizens

A school with a liberal emphasis and focus on individual learning styles. The educational experience here is  
much like a journey, with the course being set by both the students and the faculty. Students’ voices are  
honored; graduates are inspired to change the world through peaceful means. Feels welcoming but not  
extraordinary.

George School A college preparatory Quaker school that emphasizes  
a transformative experience which yields greater 
self-understanding and confidence to contribute to 
the world

A Quaker education with a heavy emphasis on environmental stewardship, sustainability, and responsible  
citizenship. The school practices what they preach with evidence of this throughout the physical campus;  
in addition, organic food is available and meatless meals are served one day per week. A progressive approach  
with academic rigor incorporated.

Germantown Friends School A college preparatory school that offers a well-rounded, 
rigorous education grounded in Quaker principles

A holistic education of mind, body, and soul. Feels inclusive, inspiring, socially and culturally conscious, and  
academically rigorous with real life experiences woven in.

Competitors

name

The Lawrenceville 
School

Lawrenceville, NJ 
lawrenceville.org

Admired Schools

Identity Website

Viewbook

tag and positioning

Tag/Theme

None

Positioning

An elite college  
preparatory education 
that comes by way of 
immersion in the liberal 
arts through small group, 
discussion-based learning 
experiences

visual expressions

look and feel

While The Lawrenceville School’s overall 
messaging lacks a central theme or focus, 
it is presented in a style that is inviting and 
informative. It provides a good balance 
of conveying how the school supports 
academic rigor, helps children become 
inquisitive learners, and guides students to 
become responsible citizens.

Impression: bold, strong, official

key messaging

Mission: The Lawrenceville School inspires and 
educates promising young people from diverse 
backgrounds for responsible leadership, personal 
fulfillment and enthusiastic participation in the 
world. Through our:

•   unique House system,

•   collaborative Harkness approach to teaching 
and learning,

•   close mentoring relationships, and

•   extensive co-curricular opportunities

we help students to develop high standards of 
character and scholarship, a passion for learning, 
an appreciation for diversity, a global perspective, 
and a strong commitment to personal,  
community, and environmental responsibility.

overview

The Lawrenceville School is an independent, co-ed 
boarding school for grades 9–12 located in  
Lawrenceville, NJ. It was founded in 1810 and today 
occupies a 700-acre campus with 34 buildings. The 
school employs a house system, with students 
residing in their houses/dorms with faculty members. 
Enrollment is approximately 800 students

The school provides a traditional liberal arts  
education that emphasizes deep intellectual  
engagement, community service, and leadership 
development. It employs Harkness teaching methods 
and discussion-based approaches whenever possible 
to help students take greater responsibility for their 
learning and think more critically.

Other facts:

•   The school has its own solar farm which covers 30 
acres and meets 90% of the school’s needs

•  Students come from 30 states and 40 countries

•   A large percentage of graduates annually are 
accepted to Ivy League universities and prestigious 
private institutions around the country

Competitors

Spirit Wear 

Magazine

name

Buckingham 
Friends School

bfs.org

Friends Quaker Schools

Identity Website

Viewbook

tag and positioning

Tag/Theme

Inspire Locally.

Foster Globally.

Positioning

A Quaker school  
focused on academic 
and spiritual  
development and  
building understanding  
of environmental and 
social issues affecting 
people around the  
world

visual expressions

look and feel

Buckingham Friends School conveys its 
Quaker origins and principles in virtually 
all of its communications channels. 
This perspective is also reflected in its 
messaging, which is direct and unflowery, 
and focuses on how the school provides a 
challenging curriculum for students of  
all ages in order to prepare them for  
success and service to others. 

Impression: bold, classic

key messaging

We are a close-knit community of dedicated 
faculty committed to providing a vigorous and 
engaging education, and active families who 
participate regularly in the life of the school.

…

Buckingham Friends School is committed to  
preparing our students to be successful in  
today’s global environment, equipping them 
with 21st century skills and providing them with 
opportunities to develop cultural competencies. 
Through our language and international programs 
we offer rare opportunities for lower and middle 
school age children to spend time with peers 
from other countries and cultures.

…

Buckingham Friends School students have  
ventured into the rainforest of Ecuador to stay 
with indigenous peoples, with the Maasai tribe  
in Kenya, and have walked the Great Wall of  
China. They often return and say that these  
experiences, and exposure to other ways of life, 
have been life changing.

overview

Buckingham Friends School is a co-ed K to 8 school 
located in Lahaska, PA. It was founded in 1794 in 
accordance to Quaker values of simplicity,  
non-violence, integrity, respect, and trust.

The school has an enrollment of only 140 
students and provides a balance of character 
development and challenging academic  
preparation. One of its most unique offerings is 
its Joint Environmental Mission (JEM) program 
in which the school partners with schools around 
the world to better understand environmental 
issues and advocate for more environmentally 
sustainable practices. These partner schools are 
located in Russia, India, China, Australia, Ecuador, 
Kenya, and Hawaii and provide yearly home-stay 
exchanges with BFS. Every four years, BFS 
hosts an Earth Summit with student and teacher 
representatives from all JEM partner schools. 
Other information:

•   17% of enrollment are students of color

•   BFS is one of the 12 oldest continuously operating 
schools in the U.S.

•   Students are drawn primarily from Bucks, 
Montgomery, and Hunterdon counties

Competitors

To prepare each child to have the  
ability to contribute to society in a  

meaningful way.

we will: 

Articulate and implement an instructional philosophy 
and practice that reflects the School’s missions and 
values.

Analyze the curriculum and academic programs so  
they reflect the School’s missions and values.

Formulate local school assessments to ensure that 
each child will be a lifelong learner, responsible world 
citizen and be adaptable to the demands of a  
changing world.

Sustain professional development that will include  
curriculum development, instructional skills and  
pedagogical design.

To establish diversity as a cornerstone  
of the school community and further  

integrate culturally inclusive  
perspectives within the curriculum.

we will: 

Embrace the presence of human diversity  
(e.g. race, culture, religion, socio-economic status,  
family structure, sexual orientation) as a necessary  
element in and educational community.

Attract and retain faculty and students of color.

Articulate Joint Environmental Mission’s (JEM) impact 
to the curriculum via thematic study.

Reflect diversity and global orientation in the content 
and materials used in the academic program.
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The Buckingham Friends School Board 
reaffirms its beliefs in the school and its future.

 

We envision a school that can balance elements of Quaker education with the need 
to develop our students to become engaged world citizens who will contribute to the 
21st Century world in a meaningful way.

We have organized the plan under five areas and we have identified these priorities 
for the next 5 years.

spiritualitycurriculumdiversityfinancialcampus

To integrate knowledge and practices  
of Quaker testimonies into the daily  

life of the school in order to foster the 
school’s ethos.

we will:  
Ensure that the school culture and  
community are in alignment with core  
Quaker values.

Provide new family and employee  
orientation that is compatible with  
Quaker testimonies.

Demonstrate Quaker testimonies  
throughout campus life.
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Spirit Wear

name

Abington Friends 
School

abingtonfriends.net

Friends Quaker Schools

Identity Website

Viewbook

tag and positioning

Tag/Theme

We cultivate

fearless 
spirited 
dynamic 
joyful 
creative 
curious

intentional 
ambitious 
intellectual 
confident

learning.

Positioning

A Quaker school  
committed to developing 
lifelong learners prepared 
to make the most of  
their opportunities

visual expressions

look and feel

Abington Friends School does a good job of 
appearing approachable and friendly while 
mantaining a classic look. The website, 
which is fully responsive, incorporates key 
high-level messaging, in a bold, impactful 
presentation. There is some inconsistency 
between the look of the website and  
the other material, including different  
treatments of the logo.

Impression: innovative, friendly, bold

key messaging

In a culture of intellectual and creative ambition 
we cultivate fearless, curious learning.

…

Abington Friends School incorporates the Quaker 
testimonies of simplicity, peace, integrity,  
community, equality and stewardship into the 
daily life and education of our students.

…

In keeping with Friends’ values, AFS places  
a high premium on learning through inquiry,  
experience and reflective practices. Collaboration 
and opportunities for creativity are built into 
classroom activities. We seek to foster each 
student’s strengths and to “hold students in the 
light” as we find ways to nurture their growth 
and development.

overview

Abington Friends School is a co-ed Quaker Pre-K to 
12 school in Jenkintown, PA. It was founded in 1697 
and today draws students from 68 zip codes around 
Philadelphia.

The school’s programs are designed to foster deeper 
and more independent thinking skills, a desire to 
learn, as well as leadership and creativity. In addition 
to academic proficiency, AFS offers programs that 
support students’ engagement in the arts, athletics, 
and technology. Additional information:

•   35% of students identify themselves as individuals 
of color

•   100% of graduates attend a four-year college

•   Students address teachers by their first name

Competitors

Abington Friends School
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WE MAKE TIME FOR MEANING & REFLECTION.

Why it matters  |  The ability to think clearly, to take time to refl ect 

and discern the meaning of information, is essential in a world where 

vast stores of knowledge and data are just a click away. Making sense 

of new information, especially from multiple perspectives, and being 

able to collaborate and communicate that meaning to others are 

foundational skills. 

How we do it   |  The valuable lesson of refl ection is threaded into 

our students’ experience through collaborative decision-making and 

Quaker Meeting for Worship, a practice at the center of Quaker life 

and also a part of our school week. Graduates often remark on their 

ability to sit in silence and take the time to think things through, 

to be thoughtful, not reactive, and to speak only when their voice 

will improve the dialogue.

WE ARE DIVERSE & RELEVANT.

Why it matters  |  Tomorrow’s leaders must be able to explore 

ideas in creative ways that spark new thinking and new possibilities. 

They will have to orchestrate multiple points of view and effectively 

synthesize information in a rapidly changing global environment.  

How we do it  |  Our curriculum is designed to teach students to 

navigate and embrace opportunity in a resource-rich, entrepreneurial 

world. Our school community refl ects the world at large and is a 

rich context for learning and friendship. As one parent said, “AFS 

understands diversity to be a cornerstone for a strong, well-rounded 

whole education.”

“ This is an environment where welcoming and 

celebrating diversity is not just preached, it is lived 

and practiced every day.”

— AFS Parent

this is our school of thought ...

“ Students expect that their work will be meaningful and that they will 

play an active role in that work.”

— AFS Teacher

D E E P  L E A R N I N G ,

true learning

At AFS, true learning goes well beyond 

gaining profi ciency at the tasks of academic 

work. It is about engaging the thinking and 

assumptions that underlie our everyday 

understanding of the world around us. 

We intentionally develop in students an 

authentic desire to learn, to frame questions, 

to pursue answers, to think independently, 

to lead, to explore and to create.

Here, in a program that is intellectually alive, 

deep learning builds as students grow from 

early childhood to young adulthood.
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Brand Audit

Definition and Purpose

We define a brand audit is a dynamic process of discovery. It involves examining all 

existing branded communications materials produced by GA. The analysis is based 

on comparing the existing communications material with a set of fundamental ideals 

and qualities associated with good visual and written communications.

The audit provides critical analysis of strengths and weaknesses in the existing 

communications effort and, at the same time, provides important information in 

establishing that change may be needed. The process can also assist in garnering 

the necessary support for implementing change later on.

Perceived Value and Benefits

By studying the existing communications, awareness is built around GA’s total brand 

identity and the image it is projecting. The brand audit will help define a strategy for 

improving the whole communications effort. It articulates strengths and weaknesses 

of individual projects through an objective framework and relates these findings on a 

broader scale. This greater perspective allows the rebranding team to plan a course 

of action to enhance and maximize its branding and communications effort.

The audit gives managers of branding and marketing communications more tools 

to work with. It provides the opportunity to exercise more control in managing the 

overall image and promotion activities of the school. More control means enhanced 

quality, a higher level of consistency, greater brand integrity, and ultimately, a more 

efficient and effective way to create or form a marketplace preference for the 

Germantown Academy brand.

Methodology

The analysis is based on visual and messaging content and objectively comparing the 

existing brand communications material with baseline qualities of effective branding 

and marketing elements.

 The following fundamental elements are referred to as “observable characteristics.” 

They provide the backdrop for evaluating an organization’s existing marketing and 

communications.

These components are:

1. Consistency – uniformity within a greater whole

2. Distinctiveness – uniqueness, memorability

3.  Suitability – appropriateness and compatibility with the  
organization’s purpose and general nature

4.  Clarity of messaging – coherence, simplicity, directness, 
transparency of content

5. Attractiveness – ability to capture attention, staying power

6.  Versatility – adaptability to various media

7.  Nomenclature – system for referring to yourself, your name, or set of names

8.  Technical quality – execution of materials, photography, imagery, etc.

The following pages include an executive summary of the audit, specific 

recommendations for making improvements, and an overall strategy for 

next steps. The addendum presents exhibits of the various marketing and 

communications material with notes.

9

Existing Communications

Current Logos and Other 
Brand Identity Marks

As we noted in the executive 
summary, GA has done a good 
job managing the use of one logo 
with some variations. GA also has 
a number of other brand identity 
marks that include a sketch of the 
iconic bell tower, mascot name, the 
seal, the overlapping GA monogram 
(for athletics), the type treatment 
of the full name, and more. There 
is considerable inconsistency with 
these assets. There doesn’t seem to 
be a hierarchy or managed system 
for when and how to use them.

We believe the Germantown 
Academy logo and brand identity 
marks could be improved with 
a systemized structure and new 
design. The main logo for the school 
is the stylized GA monogram and 
we certainly believe it is appropriate 
due to the common shortening of 
“Germantown Academy” as “GA.” 
However it lacks sophistication and 
balance, and doesn’t accurately 
refl ect a school that has a long 
tradition but a modern, innovative 
sensibility.

We also believe there should be a 
unique and ownable “Germantown 
Academy” logotype treatment. It 
should be a type treatment that 
can stand on its own as a logotype 
but also be confi gured with the GA 
monogram mark.

16

Existing Communications

Strategic Vision Brochure

This brochure is effective from a 
messaging standpoint and is nicely 
designed. It articulates high-level 
goals and aspirations for the 
institution in an easy-to-read and 
navigable format. But again, for 
unknown reason, the GA logo is 
not present. This piece has some 
important messages that point to the 
direction of the GA brand moving 
forward:

• GA is a leader in student engagement.

• Connecting purpose and passion 
in a learning environment within 
an educational model that blends 
innovation and traditional practices for 
students.

• Expanding learning experiences and 
opportunities to inspire students to 
explore, to discover, to design, and to 
apply their knowledge in meaningful 
ways.

• Preparing students for future success 
in college and life through the 
development of essential personal and 
intellectual skills.

• Inspiring a thriving community of 
engaged learners fulfi lls the mission.

• Exceptional learning through 
engagement.

• Early childhood education as the 
foundation for lifelong learning.

Admissions—Prospective 
Family Package

This packet presents as an array of 
visually unrelated materials trying 
to communicate a vast amount of 
information about GA. 

• The pocket folder is unimaginative in its 
design and has no visual consistency 
with the inside pieces. It has three 
different brand marks on the cover 
and a different type style for the 
Germantown Academy name.

• Three step-down sheets describe 
the school divisions and are each 
represented by a different color, 
with the bell tower icon as the brand 
identifi er. 

• A series of 11 inserts covering 
different subject matter has no visual 
consistency with the three division 
inserts. They use The unsophisticated 
hand-scrawled titling is contradictory to 
the content and messaging. The inserts 
use “Germantown Academy” in a cap 
and small-cap confi guration as the 
brand identifi er.

• There is a GA Athletics insert that has 
no familial resemblance to anything 
else. It is a stand-alone design with 
yet another version of the GA brand 
identifi er (see page 20). 

• Finally, there is a copy of the GA 
viewbook that is by far the most 
appealing and well-designed piece (see 
page 14). But again, it is a standalone 
piece with no familial resemblance to 
anything else.

This packet is an important 
introduction to GA. Currently, it 
is in dire need of a redesign that 
enables the pieces and parts to have 
a consistent, high-level appeal. There 
should also be some rethinking 
regarding what goes in this package 
and possible consideration for a 
strategy involving three different 
packages for the divisions, with 
commonality and shared assets 
between them.

Existing Communications

Research Modes Used:

Stakeholder Interviews

Faculty Focus Groups

Parent Focus Groups

Parents of Alumni Interviews

Student Interviews

Competitive Brand Benchmarking

Communications Audit



•	 positioning and signature line

•	 brand standards guide

Germantown Academy is a leading independent PreK to 12 school for families who 
seek a strong college preparatory curriculum and diverse opportunities for children 
to discover their talents and passions. GA offers a balance of strong academics, arts, 
athletics, and experiential learning—developing well-rounded students in a welcoming 
and inclusive community. This is the result of:  

1) �A clear and meaningful mission which guides students to become confident, resilient, 
and compassionate citizens of the world; 

2) �A faculty that instills a love of learning through innovative teaching methodologies 
which inspire students to be active participants in their education; 

3) �A 126-acre campus setting offering unparalleled benefits for experiential learning and 
extra-curricular activities; and 

4) �A 250-year legacy distinguished by a commitment to innovative approaches that 
continually enhance the educational experience.

Students are challenged, supported, and engaged in a multitude of ways that lead to a 
transformational learning experience. They graduate as individuals who are capable of 
achieving far more than they had ever imagined.



•	 one-voice message platform

•	 message platform for early 
childhood education

Brand Promise 
(Positioning Statement)

Germantown Academy is a leading independent PreK to 12 school for families who seek a strong college preparatory curriculum and diverse opportunities for children to discover their talents and passions. 
GA offers a balance of strong academics, arts, athletics, and experiential learning—developing well-rounded students in a welcoming and inclusive community. This is the result of:  

 1) A clear and meaningful mission which guides students to become confident, resilient, and compassionate citizens of the world; 

 2) A faculty that instills a love of learning through innovative teaching methodologies which inspire students to be active participants in their education; 

 3) A 126-acre campus setting offering unparalleled benefits for experiential learning and extra-curricular activities; and 

 4) A 250-year legacy distinguished by a commitment to innovative approaches that continually enhance the educational experience.

Students are challenged, supported and, engaged in a multitude of ways that lead to a transformational learning experience. They graduate as individuals who are capable of achieving far more than they had ever imagined.

Signature/Tagline Anything is Possible Starting Here

What GA Stands for
(Themes and concepts that 
are integral to GA’s legacy)

A Community that Embraces 
Every Individual and Family
GA’s culture of inclusiveness and its 
welcoming environment support the 
wellbeing and success of all members of 
the community. The close relationships 
formed among students, teachers, 
administration, and parents energize all 
aspects of the school, and create lifelong 
connections.

Purposeful Engagement for 
Powerful Learning Experiences 
GA teachers transform students into active, 
participatory learners, and increase interest 
and excitement in academics. They lay 
the groundwork for higher levels of critical 
thinking and retention, and open minds to 
new ideas and perspectives.

A Faculty Closely Attuned to the 
Way Children Learn
GA faculty understand deeply how 
students of all ages think and learn, and 
how they relate to the world around 
them. The faculty and administration have 
created an environment that is intentional, 
stimulating, supportive, collaborative, and 
challenging in ways that equip students 
with the skills and knowledge to grow into 
thoughtful, motivated individuals. 

A Culture Where Challenging 
Yourself is the Norm
Students are challenged to push beyond 
their comfort zones in all facets of their 
learning. Whether it’s taking accelerated 
classes, making presentations to a large 
audience, or assuming a leadership role, 
students are encouraged and mentored to 
make the most of their abilities at GA.

Unparalleled Resources and 
Opportunities for Personal 
Growth
GA offers myriad opportunities for 
each student to discover new talents 
and passions through exploration and 
participation in school life. Students are 
encouraged to take risks in a supportive 
environment that will turn their efforts into 
valuable learning experiences.

An Inspirational, Achievable 
Mission
The clear, meaningful, and powerful GA 
mission supports the academic, social, and 
emotional growth of students, enabling 
them to become confident, resourceful, 
and compassionate citizens of the world. 
The teachers and administration know every 
student, and they engage kids at just the 
right level to help them thrive.

GA’s Character 
(Values and brand 
attributes expressed in 
human characteristics and 
personality traits)

Creative Energy Inside and 
Outside the Classroom
There is an atmosphere of genuine fun and 
excitement that reflects the enthusiasm of 
students and their engagement in learning 
experiences. Students even linger beyond 
the school day because they enjoy each 
other’s company and participating in extra-
curricular activities.

A Thoughtful and Strategic 
Educational Approach 
Many aspects of GA are designed 
with specific objectives in mind—from 
developing confidence and voice 
(Harkness tables) to providing channels 
for exploring new interests (electives). All 
teachers approach their classes with the 
goal of maximizing student interest and 
involvement.

Welcoming and Genuine
The warm, friendly, and unpretentious GA 
environment helps students and families 
of all backgrounds feel comfortable 
immediately. Students make friends easily 
and form close relationships with faculty. 
Parent ambassadors help new families 
become part of the GA community, and 
families are always invited to communicate 
directly with faculty and administration.

One-School Approach to  
PreK through 12 
GA operates seamlessly as a PreK to 
12 school. All hallways between Lower, 
Middle, and Upper Schools are connected, 
and there are abundant projects and 
programs that are coordinated between 
divisions. Our curriculum leaders think 
deeply about how to be ensure success as 
students transition from Lower to Middle 
and from Middle to Upper Schools. 

Collaborative by Nature
Teachers work in cooperation with students 
to engage their interests, as well as with 
other teachers to develop integrated 
learning experiences and content. Students 
regularly work with and learn from each 
other, further enriching their own learning 
and development.

Responsive to Individual and 
Collective Needs
GA is sensitive to the diverse needs of 
students, staff, and community, and our 
school can be counted on to look for and 
implement solutions that address specific 
issues or deliver added benefits whenever 
possible.

GA’s Differentiators 
(Qualities that are unique, 
ownable, and telegraphic)

An Extraordinary History 
GA is the oldest, continuous, nonsectarian 
day school in the United States, and 
founded several of the oldest activities in 
the country, including the first yearbook, 
the first official high school athletic league, 
the first high school drama club, the first 
prep school football rivalry (130 years 
strong!), etc. Families become part of the 
fabric of an institution that pre-dates even 
the founding of our nation.

A Community of Collaboration
Both faculty and students are exceptionally 
dedicated to bringing out the best in each 
other—between teachers and students, 
teachers and teachers, as well as students 
and students. Mentors are easy to find in 
teachers, alumni, parents, and parents of 
alumni–all of whom are willing to provide 
support and guidance.

A Tradition of Innovation and  
Proven Success
The distinguished 250-plus year history of GA 
gives families confidence in the institution’s 
capabilities as well as pride in being a part 
of the narrative. GA provides opportunities 
for faculty to pursue their passions to further 
engage students in a push for individual 
success.

Personal Voice and Choice
Students are encouraged to take 
responsibility for their learning and to 
engage with subject matter in ways that 
best capture their interests. In addition, 
students are provided support to develop 
their own perspectives and voice, and 
to pursue individualized opportunities for 
personal expression.

A Commitment to  
Educational Excellence
There is an entrepreneurial spirit to try new 
ideas, programs, teaching methodologies, 
and course offerings. Faculty are 
encouraged to learn from peers, both on 
and off campus, to stay at the forefront 
of current trends in education. Students 
benefit every day from GA faculty’s 
intellectual passions.

126 Acres of Opportunity
The size and features of the campus offer 
abundant benefits for experiential learning, 
understanding and advancing environmental 
stewardship (as seen in the Nature Program), 
curricular and extra-curricular activities, and 
other outdoor programming that few other 
schools can match. 

GA’s Benefits to 
Students & Families
(Aspirations)

Engaged and Motivated 
Individuals
The GA experience fosters significant 
academic, social, and personal 
development. This 360-degree growth 
results in young adults who are equipped 
with the knowledge, skills, and desire to 
impact the world in positive and meaningful 
ways.

Confident and Resilient Problem 
Solvers
Students are more secure in their 
capabilities and convictions, more proactive 
in taking on challenges, and stronger 
advocates for themselves and others. 
They gain grit and perseverance and build 
greater resolve in overcoming obstacles 
and exploring alternative paths to solutions.

Preparation and Maturity for 
College and Beyond
Students are challenged and supported in 
a multitude of ways to help them bring out 
hidden talents, strengthen self-discipline, 
and gain deeper understanding of the world 
around them. They graduate as independent 
thinkers and confident young adults.

Rewarding Parent Partnerships
Parents are welcome partners at all 
stages of their child’s GA experience and 
are provided many opportunities to be 
involved in and help advance their child’s 
development. In addition, they work 
continuously to improve the school for the 
greater good of the entire GA community.

A Transformative Experience that 
Broadens Perspectives 
Teachers enable students to expand their 
interests as well as gain empathy for 
different points of view. Students come to 
appreciate global perspectives, reinforced 
by the diversity of the student body, course 
material, and GA-sponsored experiences 
outside the classroom.

Lifelong Connections and 
Community
Students and families establish relationships 
with one another and the school that 
continue beyond graduation. These 
connections help strengthen and expand the 
resources and capabilities of the school for 
future generations.

Our Vision Germantown Academy will distinguish itself as a leader in student engagement.

Our Mission Germantown Academy inspires students to be Independent in Thought, Confident in Expression, Compassionate in Spirit, Collaborative in Action, and Honorable in Deed.
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GA’s Early Childhood 
Education Strengths

Hands-On / Multi-Sensory Learning
Early childhood education at GA centers around 
experiences that enable children to physically 
engage with their environment and apply all of 
their senses.

Play-Based Learning
GA recognizes that play is how children “work” 
and make sense of the world. By incorporating 
play into our EC curriculum, GA makes learning 
a natural and fun process. 

Meeting Kids Where They Are
GA takes close interest in every child’s abilities 
and potential, ensuring their experiences are 
appropriate for their development. 

Individualized Attention
In addition to small class sizes (typically 8:1), the 
EC program has two qualified teachers in each 
classroom to ensure children receive personal 
attention and care.

Flexible/Responsive Program
GA offers skills-based groupings in core 
academic programs that enable students to 
be appropriately supported and challenged in 
accordance with their skillset or talent.

Aspirations/
Outcomes for 
Children

Hard Workers
Children gain determination and tenacity through 
the “learn by doing” model. They tackle challenges 
with a positive attitude and see the rewards of 
putting forth their best effort.

Kind to Others
Children are continually guided to be conscious 
and considerate of others; the “Compassionate in 
Spirit” component of GA’s mission supports these 
efforts and is modeled by teachers.

Thoughtful Communicators
Children gain confidence in expressing 
themselves and articulating ideas. They 
understand the value of listening, following 
instructions, and understanding concepts are 
ways to further their passion for knowledge.

Curious and Creative Learners
Children’s questions are honored. Students 
are willing to take academic risks and show 
imagination and originality in their thinking.

Masters of Reading, Writing,  
and Math
GA’s EC curriculum enables children to gain a 
strong foundation in major subject areas by 
using 21st century tools.

GA’s Value to 
Families 

Momentum for Future Learning
By engaging children in rich and meaningful 
experiences and promoting skills and habits 
that support enjoyment of learning, GA equips 
students to handle a challenging academic 
trajectory.

Social and Emotional Growth
GA’s EC programs foster connection to others 
and help students mature in socially and 
emotionally healthy ways.

Character Development 
As a nonsectarian school, the GA mission provides 
children with an ethical and moral compass that 
supports individual growth and empathy.

Self-Advocacy
Children come to understand that their personal 
voice is valued. GA provides a safe space 
for students to ask questions and challenge 
themselves.

Shared Partnership
In expression of our mission, parents are 
welcome partners in their child’s GA experience 
and are provided varied and rich opportunities 
to be collaborative participants with faculty and 
other parents.
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The Leading Edge
of Learning

Imagine
Let your creativity run free with a  

variety of prototyping materials

Collaborate
Brainstorm a concept for a new 

business in the Innovation Lab 

Design
Envision a building of the future 

with CAD software

Create
Make a model of a brain  

in a 3D printer

Experiment
Build, test, and improve a robot or 

rocket in our makerspaces

Design Thinking

The BCI facilitates design thinking, a  

creative problem-solving process that 

leads students to solutions through  

empathizing, defining, ideating, prototyping, 

and testing phases.

Innovation

The future of education lies beyond the traditional  classroom. Hands-on experiences and project-based  learning enable students to develop, see, feel, assess, and refine their ideas in tangible ways. Accordingly, GA offers innovative environments that transform students into  active, engaged learners. Whenever children discover  their passion, we have the capacity to let them pursue it.
The Beard Center for Innovation is our newest facility  for advancing dynamic and immersive learning,  providing a collaborative hub for brainstorming ideas  and a makerspace to bring those ideas to life.  State-of-the-art makerspaces and lab environments  at GA provide both indoor and outdoor programs for  students to develop creative thinking and problem-solving skills. Leading-edge classrooms at GA enable students  to understand how anything is possible starting here.

The New Frontier

Where InspirationMeets Creation

Engagement: Our Timeless Hallmark
At the root of every program and teaching approach found at Germantown  
Academy is the simple yet powerful concept of engagement. By making each learning 
opportunity a captivating and highly participatory experience, we inspire students to 
become active learners, not only during childhood but for life.Since our founding over 250 years ago, engagement has been an integral part of  

the Germantown Academy experience. Now, to prepare students for 21st century 
challenges, GA is further advancing engagement by seamlessly blending traditional  
and innovative approaches that transform every corner of our campus into a  
never-ending stream of learning moments.

We invite you to explore the many ways students can benefit from our commitment 
to engagement—and pursue a future equipped to realize their very best selves.
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3,070
Over 3,000 Square Feet of Learning Opportunity

The BCI provides space that  invites students to brainstorm ideas, design and create models, and test prototypes all in one area.

Early Education Bee Bot
Our Early Childhood Education teachers use a colorful little robot called “Bee Bot” to teach sequencing, estimation, and problem-solving.

Intentional
Our innovative environments and tools inspire more  

collaborative thinking  
and working

Thinking Happens by Making The Beard Center for Innovation (BCI) combines  technology, space, and opportunities for collaboration  into a learning experience that yields greater engagement and deeper understanding for students. The Center is comprised of an Innovation Lab for idea development and a state-of-the-art makerspace fully stocked with prototyping materials and manufacturing technologies.  The Roberts Family Library leads to the BCI, enabling students to  move from an area of thoughtful reflection and traditional modes of academic work and research to an area for idea  generation and collaboration—all in one contiguous space.
Makerspace  
Components
Students have access to 3D  printers, a laser cutter,  a  pro-quality photo printer, robotic components, and prototyping materials.

Collaboration
A writable SmartBoard®

 in every classroom are perfect for collaborative projects and assignments.

Early Childhood Tinker Lab The Tinker Lab is a 21st century space with a woodworking area with real tools, cooking equipment, a Lego wall, natural building  materials, and age-appropriate  robotics, coding, and circuit tool kits.

Paths to Learning
The Nature Nook provides a variety of natural materials for students to design unique structures 

and play spaces. The Academic Courtyard is an outdoor lab space that enables students from all 

divisions to learn about sustainable growing practices, conduct experiments, and collect research  

data. Our youngest students work in the Early Childhood Tinker Lab on projects with tools, 

natural building materials, and child-friendly electronic components. The Lower School STEAM 

Studio program incorporates Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math in student projects that 

support creative thinking and collaboration. Our Coding program runs from Kindergarten through 

Upper School and provides students with a foundation in digital literacy and analytical benefits for 

math.  The Young Engineers program exposes Lower School students to engineering projects, 

helping to pave the way to honors engineering classes and engagement in robotics.

Real World Problem Solving All-School Design Thinking Projects pair students from different divisions with tools to teach collaborative problem solving. Students create solutions in an “outside-the-box” way and work together in  meaningful ways to be successful.

“ It is impressive and important that students at GA have access to the same types of tools in our innovation and design spaces as in a university setting, as evidenced on a recent college tour. My children enjoy the GA makerspaces during class time and on their own time.” – Andrew P’18 ’20 ’23

Reflection and Teamwork
Modular furniture and wall panels  in the BCI are movable to create  a personal workspace, spot for  quiet contemplation, or a larger space for group projects.

Innovation

•	 beard center for innovation 
brochure/poster

•	 campus and outdoor learning 
brochure/poster

•	 early childhood education 
brochure

There’s nothing more important to developing a lifelong 

learner than establishing a robust foundation. It’s why our 

PreK to 2nd grade curriculum, early childhood specialists, 

intentional learning spaces, and two-teacher classrooms 

provide young minds with the support and direction they 

need to become enthusiastic pursuers of knowledge.

We also know that children learn best when they’re having 

fun. Our students are immersed in hands-on, multi-sensory 

environments that emphasize play-based learning. We also 

help students grow to be kind to others, work hard, and 

communicate thoughtfully—invaluable assets for lifelong 

learning and leadership experiences.

With this foundation, so many exciting and dynamic 

learning possibilities are in store. It’s easy to see how 

anything is possible starting here.

Experts in Strong Beginnings 
“I am a READER!”  “I am a WRITER!”  
One of the most exciting moments for young children is when they begin 
to see themselves as readers. Our teachers are committed to helping 
children reach this milestone by providing a nurturing foundation to create 
strong, confident, and passionate readers and writers.  We fill classroom 
libraries with “just right” books for early readers, develop a deep  
understanding of students through small group work and 1:1 conferences, 
and celebrate student growth through share sessions and writer’s 
celebrations. Our literacy framework encourages the development of 
children as active readers, writers, listeners, and speakers. 

As students gain skills and confidence, we present opportunities for 
deeper engagement and learning across subject areas. We use the  
Reading and Writing Workshop model from Teachers College at 
Columbia University to captivate and challenge students. This rigorous 
approach ensures that our students are deeply engaged and building 
critical thinking skills in reading and writing.   

Through our Early Childhood 
program, students:

•   Become lifelong readers and writers

•    Develop solid comprehension  
skills and strategies

•   Practice oral language and  
storytelling skills

•    Build phonemic awareness, letter/
sound knowledge, and concepts 
about print

•    Read and write for a variety of 
purposes across genres

•    Integrate literacy to enrich play  
and learning across subject areas

The Key Word Is  
BALANCE

Teachers provide a curriculum 
with supports and challenges 
aimed at helping students 
become their best selves.

Expertise
Literacy specialists support 

student learning and 
guide faculty to build a 
community of expert 
readers and writers

“ Our classrooms transform into 
a world of wonder where our 
youngest learners are provided 
with endless opportunities to 
actively explore, experiment, 
make discoveries, embrace 
challenges, and see mistakes as 
learning opportunities.” 
–  RoseMarie Mirabile,  

PreK Teacher

2

Our early childhood math  
program also includes:

•   Numeracy skills, addition, and 
subtraction up to three digits with 
a focus on base 10 concepts

•    Enabling recognition of basic 
shapes and their properties

•    Strengthening fluency in  
customary measurements

•    Use of hands-on materials,  
digital resources, and projects  
for instruction 

•    Placement of students in “just 
right” skills-based groupings  
beginning in Kindergarten 

•    Continually monitoring progress 
through systematic formal and 
informal assessments 

Ratios for “Just Right” 
Learning

Our early childhood program 
has two teachers in every 
classroom, allowing us to know 
each child and honor individual 
strengths and goals.

EnVisioning Math Success
Our early childhood math curriculum is designed to help learners move 
from basic conceptual understandings toward mastery of specific skills  
and then apply that knowledge to real-world scenarios and experiences.

We use Pearson’s enVisionmath 2.0 as a framework that provides 
interactive experiences, making learning engaging and fun. Our coding 
curriculum is integrated into weekly math lessons as students learn the 
language of computer science and become creators in the digital world.   

We recognize that children learn math at different paces and more  
effectively through different modalities as they grow. Our full-time math 
specialist coordinates with teachers to create learning paths that meet 
students where they are developmentally.  As children work with teachers 
in small groups, they gain numerical proficiency and confidence.

Partners Big and Small 

GA’s PreK–12 environment 

offers students cross-divisional 

opportunities.  Our “Kids 

Teaching Kids” program pairs 

Upper School students with PreK 

and Kindergarten students to 

collaborate on STEAM projects.

Active Learning 

Observe bees in our apiary, plant 
tomatoes in our garden, interview 
community members, or design 
boats to sail in the creek.  We 
offer hands-on experiences to 
promote deep, authentic learning 
for our little ones.

In the Community, Around the World
We believe a well-rounded education includes an essential understanding  
of citizenship, multicultural views, and the structures that govern our society. 
Our early childhood Social Studies program lays the groundwork with 
explorations in civics, economics, geography, and history. This interdisciplinary 
program helps students gain valuable insights into their local community, 
global issues, and ability to impact the world at large. An inquiry-based 
approach encourages students to ask questions, gather resources and 
information, share ideas, as well as take action. Our experiential learning 
format provides students with opportunities to engage in critical thinking 
and ponder multiple viewpoints.

Our Social Studies program 
includes the study of:

•    Cultures and cultural diversity

•    The past and its legacy

•   People, places, and environments

•   Individual development and 
identity

•   Interactions among individuals, 
groups, and institutions

•   How people create, interact with, 
and change structures of power, 
authority, and governance

•   How people manage the  
production, distribution,  
and consumption of goods  
and services

Meaningful Exploration

Field trips offer opportunities  
to connect curriculum with  
our communities, creating  
authentic learning experiences  
for our students

10
Themes and Perspectives

Students engage with 10 critical 
themes outlined by the National 
Council for the Social Studies, 
from diversity and individual  
identity to government and  
global interdependence.

“ In addition to the caring and supportive 
staff, we love the variety of opportunities 
offered on a daily basis—from structured 
lessons in science, music, and art to free 
play, including mud days or bike riding, and 
trips around campus to watch a theatre 
production or sporting event. Our children 
have had a wonderful experience full of 
exploration, play, and education.” 
– Kim and Matt P’30

21st Century Learners
As we prepare students to be meaningful contributors in our global society, 21st century skills  
are more important than ever.  At GA, we cultivate a growth mindset so students can build the  
knowledge, skills, work habits, and character traits to become creative problem-solvers, clear  
communicators, and successful collaborators. 

Purposeful Play  

Play develops healthy social interactions, problem-solving skills, creativity, and self-confidence. Our  
PreK Play Workshop engages our youngest Patriots in open-ended play experiences that build  
foundational literacy and math skills in four exciting classroom spaces—Makerspace, World of  
Wonder, Storytellers’ Café, and the Pretend Village. 

Community Members  

Second graders study our nearby Ambler community, learning how residents’ wants and needs are  
met through the community. Students make several trips to Ambler to meet business owners and 
interview the mayor.  The unit culminates when students create interactive maps and videos to teach 
others about the community and join in a community service project at the Ambler Cupboard. 

Alphabetia

The village of Alphabetia  
gives students a fun and safe 
atmosphere to learn vowel 
sounds and how words work.

Farm to Table

First graders are stewards of the 
GA community garden, planting, 
tending, and harvesting food to be 
served in the GA dining room.  

Tinker Lab

This 21st century space 

features a woodworking 

area with real tools, cooking 

equipment, a Lego wall, natural 

building materials, and  

age-appropriate robotics, 

coding, and circuit tool kits.

Enrichment Through  
Special Subject Areas 

•    Health & Wellness 

•    Social-Emotional Learning 

•    Library 

•    Science 

•    Visual Arts 

•    Performing Arts 

•    World Languages 

•    Physical Education 

Confident in Expression 

Students demonstrate learning 

through writing, videos, songs, 

drawings, and presentations.  

Setting the Stage for  
Lifelong Learning

Early Childhood Education
Collaboration Time

Learning to collaborate on 

projects at an early age  

is invaluable for future  

learning experiences.

Engagement: Our Timeless Hallmark

At the root of every program and teaching approach found at Germantown  

Academy is the simple yet powerful concept of engagement. By making each learning 

opportunity a captivating and highly participatory experience, we inspire students to 

become active learners, not only during childhood but for life.

Since our founding over 250 years ago, engagement has been an integral part of  

the Germantown Academy experience. Now, to prepare students for 21st century 

challenges, GA is further advancing engagement by seamlessly blending traditional  

and innovative approaches that transform every corner of our campus into a  

never-ending stream of learning moments.

We invite you to explore the many ways students can benefit from our commitment 

to engagement—and pursue a future equipped to realize their very best selves.
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Setting the Stage for  Lifelong Learning

340 Morris Road, PO Box 287  |  For t Washington, PA 19034  |  215-646-3300  |  info@germantownacademy.net

While Germantown Academy teachers have engaged our students for over 255  
years, how and why we seek to engage have evolved dramatically since our founding. 
Teachers and students now have equal, instant access to facts and content. While 
faculty are no longer in sole possession of the keys necessary to unlock the world 
of knowledge, gifted ones are still indispensable in drawing our children toward that 
world. The faculty demonstrate a genuine love of learning with and from their charges. 
This is 21st century engagement.

Early Childhood Education

Enrichment Through  Special Subject Areas 
•    Health & Wellness 
•    Social-Emotional Learning •    Library 

•    Science 
•    Visual Arts 
•    Performing Arts 
•    World Languages 
•    Physical Education 

Confident in Expression 
Students demonstrate learning through writing, videos, songs, drawings, and presentations.  

Setting the Stage for  Lifelong Learning

Early Childhood Education

Collaboration Time
Learning to collaborate on projects at an early age  is invaluable for future  

learning experiences.

Engagement: Our Timeless Hallmark
At the root of every program and teaching approach found at Germantown  
Academy is the simple yet powerful concept of engagement. By making each learning 
opportunity a captivating and highly participatory experience, we inspire students to 
become active learners, not only during childhood but for life.Since our founding over 250 years ago, engagement has been an integral part of  

the Germantown Academy experience. Now, to prepare students for 21st century 
challenges, GA is further advancing engagement by seamlessly blending traditional  
and innovative approaches that transform every corner of our campus into a  
never-ending stream of learning moments.

We invite you to explore the many ways students can benefit from our commitment 
to engagement—and pursue a future equipped to realize their very best selves.
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Open Spaces Lead 
to Open Minds

Campus and Outdoor Learning

Reflect
Draw inspiration from nature  

by walking along the  

Wissahickon Creek

Explore
Discover ways to use outdoor 

settings to create art with  

natural objects

Know
Conduct research in a multitude  

of outdoor environments  

surrounding GA 

Dig
Join students from all divisions in 

planting and growing food in our 

Garden-to-Table program 

Grow
Nurture and study plant life  

in the Academic Courtyard and 

The Preserve 

Outside of the Ordinary

Our campus surroundings provide  

unmatched opportunities for  

environmental studies, artistic  

expression, and scientific inquiry.

Playing outside and exploring the woodlands, waterways, 

and wildlife surrounding GA are all key parts of our  

curriculum, and essential to whole-child development. 

We have 126 acres of natural beauty beckoning us every 

day as we thoughtfully and intentionally utilize our  

outdoor classrooms.

Students are immersed in hands-on experiences that help 

them connect with nature, understand environmental 

challenges, and contribute to solutions. Our outdoor 

programs provide abundant opportunities for students 

to show how anything is possible starting here.

 

An Ideal Environment

Learning Comes Naturally

There are a multitude of distinct outdoor learning spaces 

on the GA campus that offer direct, hands-on experiences. 

From our rooftop apiary (beehive collection) and Green 

Roof to the nearby Preserve and Wissahickon Creek, we  

encourage students to see our natural surroundings as 

classrooms without walls. Everywhere you look around our 

outdoor campus, you’ll see a laboratory for the sciences, 

a setting to apply and practice sustainability, a world that 

inspires self-expression, opportunities for art making 

and play, and more.

126
126-Acre Campus

The size and natural beauty of 
our campus provide abundant 
opportunities for learning 
outside the classroom.

Nature Nook

A part of our Lower School  
playground, this area allows students 
to use their creative energy to design 
unique outdoor structures with  
boulders, logs, water play, and plants.

The Gardens

Our Garden-to-Table program  
engages students in growing  
and harvesting vegetables used in 
meals served in our Dining Room. 

“ Students here have the 
unique experience of 
going outside the walls of 
the classroom to play and 
learn. The opportunity to 
have enriching academic 
experiences in the same 
space as meaningful play 
time is truly special.”

 –   Stacy P’30

Green Ambassadors

Students interact and engage with GA’s many  
outdoor spaces in a variety of ways, with the  
goals of raising awareness about the environment, 
conserving energy, recycling, horticulture, and  
contributing to sustainability initiatives.

The GA Preserve

A certified Audubon Society  
Bird Habitat, The Preserve is 
home to a wide range of wildlife 
and native plant species.

Green Roof and Apiary

While the Green Roof is designed 
to absorb rainwater and prevent 
storm runoff, features that helped 
GA reach LEED Gold certification, 
it also serves as a teaching tool for 
students. In addition, faculty and 
students are able to extract honey 
from beehives kept in our apiary.

Academic Courtyard

Students from all three divisions  

use this outdoor space to learn 

about sustainable growing  

practices, conduct science  

experiments, and study nature  

in all of its splendor.

Learning 
Without Walls
Students explore nature  

and ask questions in  

GA’s own landscape  

for learning

Korman Wet Meadow

This quiet haven serves as an 

outdoor lab space, a platform for 

environmental stewardship, as 

well as a setting for inspiration  

in arts and creative writing.

Wissahickon Creek

This serene tributary of the 

Schuylkill River runs directly 

through our campus and offers  

a beautiful setting for studying 

flora and fauna.

Campus and Outdoor Learning

Nature Is One of 
Our Best Teachers

Engagement: Our Timeless Hallmark

At the root of every program and teaching approach found at Germantown  

Academy is the simple yet powerful concept of engagement. By making each learning 

opportunity a captivating and highly participatory experience, we inspire students to 

become active learners, not only during childhood but for life.

Since our founding over 250 years ago, engagement has been an integral part of  

the Germantown Academy experience. Now, to prepare students for 21st century 

challenges, GA is further advancing engagement by seamlessly blending traditional  

and innovative approaches that transform every corner of our campus into a  

never-ending stream of learning moments.

We invite you to explore the many ways students can benefit from our commitment 

to engagement—and pursue a future equipped to realize their very best selves.
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Playing outside and exploring the woodlands, waterways, 

and wildlife surrounding GA are all key parts of our  

curriculum, and essential to whole-child development. 

We have 126 acres of natural beauty beckoning us every 

day as we thoughtfully and intentionally utilize our  

outdoor classrooms.

Students are immersed in hands-on experiences that help 

them connect with nature, understand environmental 

challenges, and contribute to solutions. Our outdoor 

programs provide abundant opportunities for students 

to show how anything is possible starting here.

 

An Ideal Environment

Learning Comes Naturally

There are a multitude of distinct outdoor learning spaces 

on the GA campus that offer direct, hands-on experiences. 

From our rooftop apiary (beehive collection) and Green 

Roof to the nearby Preserve and Wissahickon Creek, we  

encourage students to see our natural surroundings as 

classrooms without walls. Everywhere you look around our 

outdoor campus, you’ll see a laboratory for the sciences, 

a setting to apply and practice sustainability, a world that 

inspires self-expression, opportunities for art making 

and play, and more.

126126-Acre Campus

The size and natural beauty of 

our campus provide abundant 

opportunities for learning 

outside the classroom.

Nature Nook

A part of our Lower School  

playground, this area allows students 

to use their creative energy to design 

unique outdoor structures with  

boulders, logs, water play, and plants.

The Gardens

Our Garden-to-Table program  

engages students in growing  

and harvesting vegetables used in 

meals served in our Dining Room. 

“ Students here have the 

unique experience of 

going outside the walls of 

the classroom to play and 

learn. The opportunity to 

have enriching academic 

experiences in the same 

space as meaningful play 

time is truly special.”

 –   Stacy P’30

Green Ambassadors

Students interact and engage with GA’s many  

outdoor spaces in a variety of ways, with the  

goals of raising awareness about the environment, 

conserving energy, recycling, horticulture, and  

contributing to sustainability initiatives.

The GA Preserve

A certified Audubon Society  

Bird Habitat, The Preserve is 

home to a wide range of wildlife 

and native plant species.

Green Roof and Apiary

While the Green Roof is designed 

to absorb rainwater and prevent 

storm runoff, features that helped 

GA reach LEED Gold certification, 

it also serves as a teaching tool for 

students. In addition, faculty and 

students are able to extract honey 

from beehives kept in our apiary.

Academic Courtyard

Students from all three divisions  

use this outdoor space to learn 

about sustainable growing  

practices, conduct science  

experiments, and study nature  

in all of its splendor.

Learning 

Without Walls

Students explore nature  

and ask questions in  

GA’s own landscape  

for learning

Korman Wet Meadow

This quiet haven serves as an 

outdoor lab space, a platform for 

environmental stewardship, as 

well as a setting for inspiration  

in arts and creative writing.

Wissahickon Creek

This serene tributary of the 

Schuylkill River runs directly 

through our campus and offers  

a beautiful setting for studying 

flora and fauna.

Campus and Outdoor Learning

Nature Is One of 

Our Best Teachers

Engagement: Our Timeless Hallmark

At the root of every program and teaching approach found at Germantown  

Academy is the simple yet powerful concept of engagement. By making each learning 

opportunity a captivating and highly participatory experience, we inspire students to 

become active learners, not only during childhood but for life.

Since our founding over 250 years ago, engagement has been an integral part of  

the Germantown Academy experience. Now, to prepare students for 21st century 

challenges, GA is further advancing engagement by seamlessly blending traditional  

and innovative approaches that transform every corner of our campus into a  

never-ending stream of learning moments.

We invite you to explore the many ways students can benefit from our commitment 

to engagement—and pursue a future equipped to realize their very best selves.

Independent in Thought  |  Confident in Expression  |  Compassionate in Spirit  |  Collaborative in Action  |  Honorable in Deed

The future of education lies beyond the traditional  

classroom. Hands-on experiences and project-based  

learning enable students to develop, see, feel, assess, and 

refine their ideas in tangible ways. Accordingly, GA offers 

innovative environments that transform students into  

active, engaged learners. Whenever children discover  

their passion, we have the capacity to let them pursue it.

The Beard Center for Innovation is our newest facility  

for advancing dynamic and immersive learning,  

providing a collaborative hub for brainstorming ideas  

and a makerspace to bring those ideas to life.  

State-of-the-art makerspaces and lab environments  

at GA provide both indoor and outdoor programs for  

students to develop creative thinking and problem-solving 

skills. Leading-edge classrooms at GA enable students  

to understand how anything is possible starting here.

The New Frontier

Where Inspiration
Meets Creation

Engagement: Our Timeless Hallmark

At the root of every program and teaching approach found at Germantown  

Academy is the simple yet powerful concept of engagement. By making each learning 

opportunity a captivating and highly participatory experience, we inspire students to 

become active learners, not only during childhood but for life.

Since our founding over 250 years ago, engagement has been an integral part of  

the Germantown Academy experience. Now, to prepare students for 21st century 

challenges, GA is further advancing engagement by seamlessly blending traditional  

and innovative approaches that transform every corner of our campus into a  

never-ending stream of learning moments.

We invite you to explore the many ways students can benefit from our commitment 

to engagement—and pursue a future equipped to realize their very best selves.

Independent in Thought  |  Confident in Expression  |  Compassionate in Spirit  |  Collaborative in Action  |  Honorable in Deed

3,070Over 3,000 Square Feet of 
Learning Opportunity

The BCI provides space that  
invites students to brainstorm 
ideas, design and create models, 
and test prototypes all in one area.

Early Education Bee Bot

Our Early Childhood Education 
teachers use a colorful little robot 
called “Bee Bot” to teach sequencing, 
estimation, and problem-solving.

Intentional
Our innovative environments 

and tools inspire more  

collaborative thinking  

and working

Thinking Happens by Making 

The Beard Center for Innovation (BCI) combines  

technology, space, and opportunities for collaboration  

into a learning experience that yields greater engagement 

and deeper understanding for students. The Center is 

comprised of an Innovation Lab for idea development and 

a state-of-the-art makerspace fully stocked with prototyping 

materials and manufacturing technologies.  The Roberts 

Family Library leads to the BCI, enabling students to  

move from an area of thoughtful reflection and traditional 

modes of academic work and research to an area for idea  

generation and collaboration—all in one contiguous space.

Makerspace  
Components

Students have access to 3D  
printers, a laser cutter,  a  
pro-quality photo printer, 
robotic components, and 
prototyping materials.

Collaboration

A writable SmartBoard® in every 

classroom are perfect for collaborative 

projects and assignments.

Early Childhood Tinker Lab

The Tinker Lab is a 21st century 

space with a woodworking area 

with real tools, cooking equipment, 

a Lego wall, natural building  

materials, and age-appropriate  

robotics, coding, and circuit tool kits.

Paths to Learning

The Nature Nook provides a variety of natural materials for students to design unique structures 
and play spaces. The Academic Courtyard is an outdoor lab space that enables students from all 
divisions to learn about sustainable growing practices, conduct experiments, and collect research  
data. Our youngest students work in the Early Childhood Tinker Lab on projects with tools, 
natural building materials, and child-friendly electronic components. The Lower School STEAM 
Studio program incorporates Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math in student projects that 
support creative thinking and collaboration. Our Coding program runs from Kindergarten through 
Upper School and provides students with a foundation in digital literacy and analytical benefits for 
math.  The Young Engineers program exposes Lower School students to engineering projects, 
helping to pave the way to honors engineering classes and engagement in robotics.

Real World Problem Solving

All-School Design Thinking Projects 
pair students from different divisions 
with tools to teach collaborative 
problem solving. Students create 
solutions in an “outside-the-box” 
way and work together in  
meaningful ways to be successful.

“ It is impressive and important 
that students at GA have access 
to the same types of tools 
in our innovation and design 
spaces as in a university setting, 
as evidenced on a recent college 
tour. My children enjoy the GA 
makerspaces during class time 
and on their own time.” 
– Andrew P’18 ’20 ’23

Reflection and Teamwork

Modular furniture and wall panels  
in the BCI are movable to create  
a personal workspace, spot for 
 quiet contemplation, or a larger 
space for group projects.

Innovation
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GA’s Middle School is student-oriented. The sixth through 

eighth grade years present boundless opportunities to 

teach students how to be leaders of their own learning. 

Students actively explore and experience new areas of 

interest, manage new freedoms, take healthy risks in 

leadership and self-expression, and strengthen their 

academic and intellectual capabilities. 

Our aim is to recognize and seize the transformational 

moments that occur throughout Middle School, to open 

students’ eyes and minds, and to develop independent, 

compassionate, and inquisitive individuals. The GA 

Middle School experience is a journey that helps show 

each student how anything is possible starting here. 

Leaders of Their Own Learning
Curiosity and Confidence Unleashed
As students gain academic skills and awareness of themselves and the 
world around them, our Middle School program ensures that this  
momentum continues in exciting and challenging new ways. 

Students are introduced to important works of literature and analyze 
historical and current events. They engage in authentic research through 
the scientific method and master progressively more sophisticated math 
concepts. Courses and extracurricular programs provide forums for 
thinking critically, working collaboratively, and exploring beyond comfort 
zones. New passions, talents, and leadership roles are discovered, as are 
connections with teachers as advisors and coaches.

Highlights and opportunities include:

•    Sixth graders choosing between 
Latin, Spanish, French, and 
Chinese to begin their formal 
language study

•    Seventh graders traveling to 
Williamsburg, VA to study 
colonial life

•    Eighth graders immersing  
themselves in independent 
science research

•    Participating in service learning

•    Writing and editing for the 
student literary magazine

•    Performing in stage productions

•    Running for student government 
office

Leaders of Their Own Learning

Visual Arts

Art classes help students  
build their visual vocabulary in 
drawing, painting, printmaking, 
ceramics, mixed media, and 
other disciplines. 

Feeling Connected

Advisors connect with advisees 
by monitoring and supporting 
their academic progress and 
social growth, and by getting to 
know them as people.  

Finding Oneself 

Eighth graders produce their 
own memoirs and discover 
personal insights, aspirations, and 
beliefs along the way.

“ Our goal in Middle School is to 
create an environment in which 
students become joiners, joiners 
can become leaders, and all 
have opportunities to discover 
and develop lifelong interests.” 
–  Kate Cassidy, MS Director  

of Student Life 

Co-curricular opportunities include:

•     Athletics—over 20 no-cut 
sports programs are open to all 
interested students

•     Arts—students can participate in 
instrumental ensembles, dramatic 
and musical stage productions, 
digital art works, and more

•    Service—the Student  
Government Association  
and Community Service  
Organization encourage  
leadership and engagement with 
others within and beyond GA

•    Literary publications—In Our 
Own Write! is the Middle School’s 
literary magazine showcasing 
Middle School student writing  
and art works

•     Green Ambassadors—students 
learn about the environment, 
energy conservation, recycling,  
and growing food

•     Interest-based clubs— 
such as book club, coding club, 
karaoke club, and more

Beyond the Classroom
The true value of the GA Middle School experience extends far beyond 
just the academic curriculum. Students can explore budding interests and 
abilities through dozens of clubs, athletic teams, visual and performing arts 
opportunities, service programs, and more. We encourage all students to 
challenge themselves by taking risks in our safe and supportive environment.

Our mission is to develop individuals who are Independent in Thought, 
Confident in Expression, Compassionate in Spirit, Collaborative in Action, 
and Honorable in Deed. We believe that the wide array of opportunities 
we provide students are important pathways to these qualities—which, in 
turn, can help lead to greater success in any future endeavors.

We Push PLAY
Play in a music ensemble,  

take part in a play, and  

play sports—you’re invited  

to do it all here

Giving Back

The Community Service 
Organization engages students 
in understanding the importance 
of service to others and involves 
them in activities that directly 
benefit those in need.

Math and Science
As students move into Middle School, we provide a robust mathematics 
program that equips them to understand numbers and their applications 
as a symbolic language, and we offer different levels of instruction and 
guidance based on aptitude. Students gain fluency in moving from concrete 
operations to abstract concepts and use that knowledge to build problem-
solving skills that will be invaluable in their future education and lives.

The GA science curriculum takes full advantage of our state-of-the-art 
labs and unparalleled natural environment to foster curiosity and facilitate 
exploration of the physical world. We believe students learn best by “doing” 
science through hands-on approaches—manipulating, observing, and 
measuring through direct experiences—that lead to a deeper and more 
personal understanding of scientific principles.

Scientific Discovery

Students are active in indoor 
and outdoor labs, testing  
hypotheses, conducting  
experiments, and sharpening their 
powers of observation.

Big Science

Students conduct research 
projects annually beginning in 6th 
Grade, culminating in 8th Grade 
with an independent science 
research project and science fair.

Support and Challenge
Our math curriculum  
provides specific levels of 
course progressions based on 
student ability and achievement, 
with the flexibility to move 
between levels.

Fully Equipped
Middle School labs feature 
leading-edge equipment and 
facilities to enable in-depth 
investigation and engagement.

Learning to Lead
During Middle School at GA, students are presented with extensive 
opportunities to learn about and practice leadership for the first time 
in their lives. The wide range of extracurricular activities here enable 
students to take on the responsibilities of leading in various capacities, 
from writing and editing student publications and performing on stage to 
taking part in student government. 

Student-led conferences offer students the opportunity to advocate 
for themselves and their progress, noting achievements and struggles, 
in a supportive environment.  

Knowing Themselves

GA further encourages student 
development through a seventh 
grade course called Leadership 
Lab. Students learn about 
the importance of empathy, 
responsibility, and teamwork,.

Break a Leg

Students broaden their  

understanding of leadership 

through roles in stage and  

musical performances, as well 

as in the drama and public 

speaking curriculum.

Finding  
Their Voice 
Middle school faculty 

push students to become 

leaders of their own 

learning

Team Leadership

Sports team captaincies help 
students learn how to lead  
and inspire others.

Setting the Stage for  Lifelong Learning

340 Morris Road, PO Box 287  |  For t Washington, PA 19034  |  215-646-3300  |  info@germantownacademy.net

While Germantown Academy teachers have engaged our students for over 255  
years, how and why we seek to engage have evolved dramatically since our founding. 
Teachers and students now have equal, instant access to facts and content. While 
faculty are no longer in sole possession of the keys necessary to unlock the world 
of knowledge, gifted ones are still indispensable in drawing our children toward that 
world. The faculty demonstrate a genuine love of learning with and from their charges. 
This is 21st century engagement.

Early Childhood Education

Growing in  
New Directions

Middle School

Throughout the Upper School years, our teachers  

truly partner with students. Faculty not only strive  

to guide and challenge them but also encourage  

students to learn from and with one another,  

to question traditional assumptions, and to take 

risks. Our Harkness tables and House System 

provide a wealth of opportunities for students to 

grow as independent thinkers and bold leaders.

By the time students are ready to move on to the next 

stage of their education, they’ll have the preparation, 

maturity, and self-discipline to engage the world in  

significant ways. They graduate as confident young 

adults who are ready to realize, in so many ways, that 

anything is possible starting here.

Bringing Out the Best You
Resilience and Reward
All academic disciplines in Upper School are designed for purposeful 
engagement and powerful learning experiences. Students become deeply 
immersed in subject matters, building tenacity and resilience as they are 
challenged by faculty to go beyond comfort zones, apply sophisticated 
concepts, and find new insights. 

Opportunities to discover and develop new interests abound. Academy 
Scholars pursue a passion in the sciences, social sciences, or humanities by 
developing a significant, independent, multi-year project. Our curriculum  
offers a wide selection of Honors and Advanced Placement courses.  
Students travel abroad for experiences that build language fluency or 
inform Senior Projects. Everywhere they turn, GA students are presented 
with possibilities to broaden horizons and deepen knowledge.

Highlights of the Upper School 
program include:

•   Course work in Engineering, 
Economics, Anatomy and 
Physiology, and a host of 
Advanced Placement classes

•   Serving as an advisor in the GA 
Writing Center

•   Competing in local and national 
language competitions

•    Taking acting, improvisation, and 
technical theater classes as well 
as singing and/or playing in music 
ensembles

•   Exploring senior year electives 
that include Philosophies of Justice, 
Art History, Organic Chemistry, 
Military History, and Psychology

•   Finding artistic expression through 
painting, photography, digital media 
design, and filmmaking classes

•   Participating in Science Research 
projects that take students 
to local, regional, and national 
competitions where they win 
college scholarship offers and 
prize money

The Beard Center for Innovation

The BCI advances 21st century learning,  

providing a collaborative hub for brainstorming 

ideas and bringing them to life. 

Bringing Out the Best You

Arts Excellence

Our renowned arts programs 
have inspired many of our 
students to go on to careers in 
commercial, fine, and applied arts. 

International Exchange

GA offers student exchanges in  
partnerships with schools in  
England, France, Poland, Germany, 
Spain, and China.

GA offers no-cut-anyone-can- 
participate boys and girls 
interscholastic programs that include:

Storming the Field, Stage, and Page
Classes may end each day—but students continue to flourish on our 
athletic fields and performance spaces, and in student publications, 
community service projects, art studios, club activities, and more. 
Participating in a culture where challenging yourself is the norm, 
students have an endless number of ways to take part in sports and 
extracurricular programs to test their skills or cultivate new interests.

Our 126-acre campus is an ideal setting for these activities, providing 
modern facilities and plenty of space to engage in fitness, teamwork, 
artistic expression, special interests, and more.

There are over 70 clubs and six  
publications geared specifically to 
Upper School students that include:

Crew

Cross Country

Field Hockey

Football

Golf

Ice Hockey

Soccer

Tennis

Basketball

Volleyball

Swimming & 
Diving

Track & Field

Wrestling

Lacrosse

Baseball

Softball

Water Polo

International Exchange

GA offers student exchanges in  
partnerships with schools in  
England, France, Poland, Germany, 
Spain, and China.

55
Home of Champions

Since 2006–07, GA has captured 
over 55 Inter-Ac League  
championships and multiple 
PAISAA state championships 
across a wide range of sports.

Community Service Organization

CSO engages in a variety of activities 
designed to support people in need  
and works with organizations that provide 
vital services to the less fortunate.

Applause
The Belfry Club has been 

cited as the best area high 

school theater program by 

Philadelphia Magazine

A Capella

Art 

Belfry 

Chess Team

Economics

Jazz Ensemble

Black Student 
Alliance

Model UN

Peer  
Counseling  
 

Student  
Government 
Association

Stage Crew

Women’s Forum

Ye Primer 
(all-school  
yearbook)

The Edition  
(Upper School 
newspaper)

Voyager  
(world languages/
culture journal)

Experiencing the Buzz

The Apiary Club manages  
the bee colonies located on 
GA’s Green Roof. 100%

Extraordinary Is Everyday Here
Although GA is over 250 years old, our history is filled with innovations 
and fresh ideas in education, as well as distinctively traditional  
practices that continue to support the growth and development of 
engaged learners and thinkers. 

One of the most notable aspects of many Upper School classes is the  
presence of Harkness tables—large oval tables specifically designed to  
spur discussion and debate, and encourage participants to express their 
viewpoints. Another unique program at GA is the House System. Placing 
each Upper School student in one of seven Houses enables us to  
know and care for students beyond the classroom, while providing small 
communities that foster relationships between grades, offer leadership 
opportunities, and provide a great basis for lighthearted competition.

Yet another GA unique offering is our “minimester” program. These 
non-credit, semester-long Upper School classes take place during 
free periods, after school, and weekends, and invite exploration of 
a singular informal topic—ranging from trout fishing and robotics to 
entrepreneurship and sports medicine.

“ GA provides students with  
ample opportunities for  
academic growth, personal  
exploration, and an appreciation 
of community. The amazing 
teachers are engaged with,  
and invested in, each student, 
allowing students to acquire a 
thirst for learning that continues 
well beyond GA.” 
– Carol P’13 ’15 ’18

GA Film Productions

Students create original films  
in digital media classes that  
compete for and win honors  
in Philadelphia and regional  
film competitions.

House Benefits

The House System fosters 
personal relationships, friendly 
competition, as well as student 
unity and leadership.

Success Stories

Alumni entrepreneurs  
share their stories during  
an Entrepreneurship  
minimester class.

100%

Finding the Right Destination
Navigating today’s college exploration and admissions processes requires 
careful planning and preparation. GA’s college counselors offer extensive 
support for students and parents so they can make the best choices on 
colleges or universities that offer an optimal fit.

Our program begins in sophomore year with the assignment of a college 
counselor. From that point until graduation, the counselor closely monitors 
the student’s progress, activities, and opportunities and keeps parents 
continually informed of action steps and options.

Starting Early

Students work with a college counselor during 

their sophomore year to begin early planning 

for a thorough and successful college search.

Learning the Process

Seminars are conducted to 
educate all juniors about the 
college search and application 
processes.

Advantages of the GA College 
Counseling program:

•    Counselors know the whole 
student and establish an  
ongoing dialogue with parents 
from 10th Grade all the way 
through graduation

•   More than 100 college  
representatives come to GA 
during the school year

•   Students are supported in 
developing a first draft of the 
Common Application during their 
junior year to begin presenting 
their best selves to colleges

•   Emphasis is placed on personal  
fit and individual advising

•   Students are advised on  
standardized testing practices  
and scheduling

•   We provide individualized 
guidance about financial aid and 
scholarship opportunities

•   Our writing experts offer 
thoughtful and thorough review 
of college essays and applications

•   Additional guidance on early  
decision, athletic recruitment, 
portfolio preparation, and  
interview preparation is provided

100% of students attend  
college or university. 

Upper School

Ready for College 
and Beyond

Fresh Thinking Starts Here
We know that individuals must be skilled communicators, strong  
collaborators, and confident problem-solvers to succeed in the future. 
That’s why we offer many leading-edge environments and programs that 
take learning beyond the classroom and offer opportunities to build, grow, 
and engage with projects and materials in tangible ways. Through our 
commitment to developing 21st century capabilities, students can challenge 
themselves and make the most of their abilities in ways limited only by their 
imagination. A few of our special programs include: 
 

 

 

Young Engineers

Students engage in engineering 
projects that include robotics, 
rocketry, and coding. In addition 
to formal curriculum in the Upper 
School, there are competition and 
club opportunities for students in 
all three school divisions.

New Community Project

The New Community Project 
is a team-taught program that 
combines the concepts of design 
thinking with the disciplines of 
History, English, and the Arts 
to explore issues related to 
community in Philadelphia and 
the surrounding area.

• Art Across the Academy

• Nature Curriculum

• Young Engineers

• Coding Across the Academy

• Design Thinking

• Technology in the Classroom

• New Community Project

“ The faculty at GA are well-equipped with 
teaching strategies to meet the needs of the 
21st century learner.  Students are given the 
opportunity to engage in design thinking activities, 
project-based learning experiences, and other 
learning opportunities that will prepare them for 
the world that awaits them outside of GA.” 
– Lauren Vanin, 5th Grade Teacher

Art Across the Academy

This program showcases the 
work of GA student artists 
throughout the campus and  
aims to make art a natural  
element in the daily lives  
of our community.

Innovation & Special Programs

Small Communities, Big Opportunities
Established in 2007, the GA House System offers several compelling  
benefits for students entering the Upper School. Placement in one  
of our seven Houses 1) introduces students to a more intimate and 
manageable community, which supports greater connection and 
individual relationship-building; 2) provides leadership opportunities  
for students within each House; 3) creates a setting for additional 
mentoring and collaboration; 4) enables more inter-house activities 
and friendly competitions; and 5) allows faculty advisors to focus on 
one House, ensuring that all student members receive appropriate 
amounts of attention and guidance.

House Numbers

Each House has approximately 
75 members—from freshmen 
through seniors; eight faculty 
advisors; and one faculty  
House Head.

A Friendly Face  
for Everyone

Each freshman has a junior within 
the House who serves as his or 
her mentor during the first year.

Our Houses

Each House is named after a  
notable headmaster, teacher, 
alum, or community member  
in GA’s history.

Anything You Can Do

Informal, fun competitions earn 
points for the annual Competition 
Cup. Activities include spirited 
intellectual and athletic events, 
culminating in the House Olympics. 

Student Leaders

Each House has two student 
leaders who run weekly House 
meetings.2

House Homes

Each House has its own area 
in the Upper School called a 
House Lounge.

KERSHAW OSBOURN

DAY
GALLOWAY

House System
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Welcome
The moment you step onto the Germantown Academy  

campus, you feel like it’s a place unlike any other—and  

you couldn’t be more right. Every square foot is home  

to a learning space, program, natural setting, or asset 

rarely found anywhere else that advances our mission  

of inspiring students to be—

Independent in Thought

Confident in Expression

Compassionate in Spirit

Collaborative in Action

Honorable in Deed

Throughout our more than 250-year history, we’ve cared 

more about taking approaches to learning that yield  

inquisitive learners and confident, collaborative individuals 

than following traditional forms of instruction. Here is a 

look into those unique aspects of the GA experience.

Rich Schellhas 
Head of School 
Germantown Academy 
Rich.Schellhas@germantownacademy.org

The GA Way
Students and teachers  

learn from, with, and about 
each other every day
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“ My teachers and mentors 
at GA were unconditionally 
supportive of my artistic 
endeavors. They were excited 
for my future, and they made 
sure I knew I was loved and 
respected and nurtured  
and supported.” 
– Scott Stampone ’09

100% of students attend 
college or university. 

Timeless Methods

The Socratic Method, involving 

learning by debate and inquiry,  

is brought to life through our  

Harkness tables.

International Exchange

GA offers student exchanges through 
partnerships with schools in England,  
Poland, Germany, China, Spain,  
and France.

House Benefits

The House System fosters  

personal relationships and  

friendly competition as well as 

student unity and leadership.

Confidence
Students gain confidence 

and perseverence in 
overcoming challenges and 

finding new paths  
to solutions

Upper School
Throughout the Upper School years, our teachers truly partner with students. Faculty 
not only strive to guide and challenge students but also to encourage them to learn  
from and with one another, to question traditional assumptions, and to take risks.  
Our Harkness tables and House System provide additional opportunities for students  
to grow as independent thinkers and bold leaders.

Thorough Rigor

A high level of academic standards  

and rigor is applied in all of our  

programs—science, humanities,  

math, and arts. 46 46 Teams

GA hosts 46 Upper  
School interscholastic  
and club teams.

Academic Courtyard

Students from all three divisions use  

this outdoor space to learn about  

sustainable growing practices, conduct 

science experiments, and study nature  

in all of its artistic splendor.

The Preserve and  
Korman Wet Meadow

A certified Audubon Society Bird  

Habitat, the Preserve and Korman Wet 

Meadow are home to a wide range of 

wildlife and plant species.

Wissahickon Creek

This serene tributary of the Schuylkill 
River runs directly through our  
campus and offers a beautiful  
setting for studying flora and fauna.

“ The Nature Program’s mission is 
to connect the GA community 
with the extraordinary outdoor 
spaces on our campus.  We  
seek cross-divisional and 
cross-curricular ways in which 
our faculty and students can 
explore and appreciate our 
abundant natural resources.”  
–  Lisa Martin, Lower School 

Science Teacher

Nature Nook

A part of our Lower School  
playground, this area allows students 
to use their creative energy to design 
unique outdoor structures with  
boulders, logs, stumps, and plants.

Nature Is  
a Teacher

Kids see the outdoors as  
another setting for learning.  
exploration, and inspiration, 

and we couldn’t  
agree more

Outdoor Education
We see outdoor education as essential to whole-child development. Playing outside  
and exploring the woodlands, waterways, and wildlife surrounding GA are all key parts  
of our curriculum. We have 126 acres of natural beauty beckoning us every day, and  
we take advantage of it whenever possible.

126-Acre Campus

The size and natural beauty of our 
campus provide abundant opportuni-
ties for learning outside the classroom.
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Lower School Open House    April 14, 2017    8:30 a.m.

Germantown Academy is an independent Pre-K through Grade 12 school that engages the 

interests and curiosity of young minds like no other. Our environment enables individuals to  

develop a strong personal voice and become multi-dimensional learners for life. Come see how our 

unparalleled resources and opportunities offer your child a one-of-a-kind educational experience.

Visit germantownacademy.net/admission or call 215-646-3300 to register for an  

Open House or schedule a personal tour.

Anything is Possible Starting Here

GermantownAcademy.net

Upper School Open House    
April 14, 2017    8:30 a.m.
Germantown Academy is an independent 
Pre-K through Grade 12 school that enables 
individuals to explore and develop new 
interests; develop a strong personal voice; and 
become multidimensional, confident learners. 

Visit germantownacademy.net/ 
admission or call 215-646-3300  
to register for an Open House or 
schedule a personal tour.


