
Ballston BID—Public Displays of Innovation

 Synopsis  Ballston Business Improvement District (Ballston BID) is an organization that promotes 

investment and interest in the Ballston community in Arlington, Virginia. Its mission is to 

enhance Ballston’s stature as a center of research, innovation, science, and technology, 

and to showcase the area as a vibrant urban destination for business, education, 

entertainment, and living.

   Recently Ballston BID launched a project aimed at reinforcing Ballston’s identity as a hub 

of creativity and artistic vision. The “Public Displays of Innovation” series provided an 

opportunity for a select number of area artists to create an art installation in public areas 

throughout Ballston. Each of the works experimented with light and sound technology 

and/or incorporated interactivity as an important component of the experience.

   To chronicle the development process and showcase the vision of the nine art 

installations in the series, Ballston BID engaged The Design Channel to create an exhibit 

for display in the “Works in Progress” gallery at the Artisphere, Arlington’s visual and 

performing arts venue.

 Creative  The design we created for the Artisphere exhibit consisted of wall-mounted 

panels, each of which showcased an individual art installation. Each panel featured 

a presentation of various components of the work in different stages of completion 

as well as information about the artists and the expression or experience they 

were shaping. 

   In addition, we interviewed the artists and coordinated the development of a video 

in which they further articulated the ideas behind their work. The video was also 

incorporated into the Artisphere exhibit.
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